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Name: _______________________ Date: ____________  
 

Simple Machines Internet Scavenger Hunt 
  

Directions: Click on the link below to answer the following questions. 

http://www.ducksters.com/science/simple_machines.php 
  

1. There are _____________________ basic types of simple machines. 

 

Lever 

 

2. The lever is made up of a _____________________ rigid object like 

a board or a bar which _______________________ on a turning point 

called a fulcrum.  

 

3.  Levers make work easier by using _____________________ which 

multiplies the force. When you use a lever, you move a smaller 

force a _________________________ distance in order to lift a load a 

short distance. Examples of levers include a _____________________, 

pliers, crowbars, and ________________________________. 

 

Wheel and axle 

 

4. The wheel and axle is another simple machine. It uses a wheel 

with a __________________ attached in the middle as an 

_________________ to help it to lift or move loads. In some cases 

this machine works like a lever to __________________ force (like 

with a doorknob or a fishing reel). In other cases it is used to move 

objects ___________________ such as with ____________ on a bicycle. 
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Pulley 

 

5. A __________________ is a type of simple machine that uses a 

__________________ with a groove in it and a rope. The rope fits into 

the groove and one end of the rope goes around the load. You 

___________________ on the other end. The pulley helps you to move 

the load or change _____________________________ of the force. 

 

6. Some examples of pulleys include __________________, flag poles, 

and window blinds. When multiple pulleys are used together it's 

called a block and ___________________________. Another use of the 

pulley is with a flat wheel and belts. These kinds of pulleys are 

often used in ___________________________. 

 

Inclined Plane 

 

7. An inclined plane is a ___________________ surface with one end 

______________________ than the other. This allows for heavy 

objects to slide up to a higher point rather than be _______________. 

It is generally easier to __________________ something than to lift it.  

 

8.  Examples of inclined planes include _______________________ and 

__________________________. 
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Wedge 

 

9. If you put two ___________________  __________________ back to 

back, you get a wedge. A wedge is a simple machine used to push 

two objects ___________________________. 

 

10. Examples of the wedge include _______________________, chisels, 

and axes. 

 

Screw 

 

11. A screw is a special kind of _______________________ plane. It's 

basically an inclined plane wrapped around a pole. Screws can be 

used to _______________ things or to ______________ them together. 

 

Fun Facts about Simple Machines 

 

12. Simple machines were first discovered and described by 

________________  ___________________________ Archimedes. 

 

13. The ________________________ likely used the inclined plane to 

help build the ___________________. Using ramps would have made 

getting the large stones to the ____________________ much easier. 

 

14. Your _________________________ makes use of nearly every kind 

of simple machine in order to make a more complex machine. 
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